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Kingborough Council has unanimously voted 
to approve a development comprising 26 new 
townhouses in Kingston.
The site at 47 Summerleas Road lies between 
exisiting housing and the north-east-bound slip 
road to the roundabout off the Southern Outlet.
The two-storey, two-bedroom townhouses 

have been proposed by Homes Tasmania. The 
development would include a path connecting 
to the Whitewater Creek Track, which runs to 
the west of the proposed development. It would 
also feature communal landscaped areas and 
49 parking spaces.
The council received 14 representations over the 

development, mostly raising objections. These 
included concern over the removal of seven 
trees with high conservation value and traffic 
issues that might be caused by a single-access 
road from Summerleas Road through to the 
26 homes. Others were concerned that more 

Tin Tuna by Shane Suris is installed at Silverwater Park in Woodbridge

Kingborough Council is inviting residents to 
have their say on art in the municipality, with a 
new community consultation survey now open.

Acting mayor Christian Street said the survey 

Have your say on arts in Kingborough

Do you want to use AI in your business, but 
don’t know how, or want to take it to the 
next level?
Business South will host free AI workshops in 
Huonville and Kingston for business owners 
and would-be owners.
Workshop 1 AI Unpacked: An Introduc-
tion to Generative AI for Small Business
Wednesday 30 September, 5.30pm to 7pm 
– Jacaranda Room, Kingston Hotel
Wednesday 14 October, 5.30pm to 7pm – 
Huonville Bowls Club
What exactly is Generative AI? How does it 
work – and is it something you actually need 
to know about?
This session breaks it all down in plain Eng-
lish. Whether you’re curious, cautious, or just 
trying to keep up with the conversation, your 
hosts will help you make sense of the tech that 

Workshops to 
demystify AI 
for business

Council approves housing development
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Strange but true
GENERAL
Beehive Play Centre 3-5yrs. 
beehiveplaycentre@gmail.com Margate.
Bruny Island Quarantine  
Station 816 Killora Rd, North Bruny. 
0436 946 001
Dementia Friendly Tasmania runs 
events for people living with dementia. 
dftasmania@gmail.com or Anne Jones 
0432 180 146
Fitta Sista Movement Class Kingston 
Neighbourhood House, 6229 4066
Jazzercise Kingston Beach & Blackmans 
Bay Halls 0437 504 095
Kingston Croquet Club – social 
croquet – Mon, Wed & Sat 12.45pm-
3pm; Friday 9.30am-12.30pm. Twilight 
croquet each Sun from 4pm during 
daylight saving.  Beginners welcome. 
0405 181 121 and 
kingstoncroquetclub@gmail.com
U3A Kingborough  
0405 327 071 email  
u3akingborough@gmail.com 
or web www.u3akingborough.org.au
Yoga Kingston Beach Sailing Club/
Blackmans Bay Hall. 0429 504 995
MONDAYS
AtWork Employment Service 9am-
4pm, Kingston Neighbourhood House. 
1300 080 856
Coffee, Craft & Chat 9.30am-
12noon, Kingston Neighbourhood House, 
6229 4066
Days for Girls Church of Christ the 
Priest, Blackmans Bay. 3rd & 4th Monday, 
10am-2pm.
Grief Resources 4th Monday, 1pm-
2pm. Kingston Neighbourhood House. 
6229 4066
Kingborough Women’s Club 
Needlework 10am-12pm,  
34 Ewing Ave, Kingston Beach, in KB oval 
behind Community Hall. 6286 8206
MyGov Community Support Ser-
vice Every 4 weeks 10-11am, Kingston 
Neighbourhood House.  6229 4066
Ladies Probus Club 10am, Kingbor-
ough Community Centre, 35 Redwood Rd, 
Kingston. 3rd Monday.
Men’s Probus Club 10am-12pm, 
Kingborough Community Centre, 35 
Redwood Rd, Kingston. Last Monday.
Probus Club Combined
10am-12pm, Kingston Community Hall, 
35 Redwood Rd, Kingston.  
1st Monday. 0400 299 830
Rotary Club of Kingston 6.30pm, 
Kingborough Bowls Club, Margate. Julie 
0409 120 452
Southern Employment & Training 
Network 12-4pm fortnightly, Kingston 
Neighbourhood House. 6229 4066
TUESDAYS
Anne’s Open Book Club 4th Tuesday, 
10.30am-12.30pm, Kingston Neighbour-
hood House, 6229 4066
Heart Foundation Walking 
9am. Join the Peter Murrell Walkers. All 
welcome. No cost. 6267 1131
Indoor Bowls 1-3pm, Kingston 
Community Hall, 35 Redwood Rd.   
Judy 0437 495 192
Kingston SpinKnits 1st Tue, Sea 
Scout Hall, Kingston. Helen 6239 6223
Kingston Tennis Club Social tennis 
9am-12 noon. 6200 4873
Scrabble Club 7.30pm-10pm, 
Kingston Neighbourhood House, 0402 
857 995
Walking football (soccer) 
12.30pm-1.30pm. Kingborough Sports 
Centre. Rod 0428 234 233
WEDNESDAYS
Apex Club of Kingborough
Fortnightly. kingboroughapex 
@gmail.com

Australian Plants Society Tasma-
nia (Hobart Group)  
1st Wed, 2pm, B Block, Kingston LINC. 
2nd Wed, 7.30pm, Kingston Primary 
School Library, Church St, Kingston. Ph 
6294 6970
Card making 2nd & 4th Wed, 1.30pm-
3.30pm, Kingston Neighbourhood House, 
6229 4066
Craft & chat group Thimbles & 
Thread 9.30am-12pm, Room A1, Old 
school opp. library, Hutchins St, Kingston. 
Cost $4. Wendy 0438 296 818
Dementia Friendly Craft Group 
1pm-3pm, 3rd Wednesday. Kingston 
Neighbourhood House, 6229 4066
Exercise for over 50s  
10-11am, Kingston Beach Hall. Janice 
0401 253 139
Kingborough Women’s Club  
card playing Fortnightly, 5.30pm. 
34 Ewing Ave, Kingston Beach (Kingston 
Beach Oval). Enq 0478 598 119
Kingborough Women’s Club  
Mahjong 10.15am, 34 Ewing Ave, 
Kingston Beach (Kingston Beach Oval). 
Beginners welcome. 6267 4842
Kingston Knitting Club 12pm-
2.30pm, $2.50, Kingston Neighbourhood 
House, 6229 9265
Kingston Library  Everyday Read-
ing Writing and Maths  Fortnightly, 
10-11.30am, Enq. 6165 6210
Kingston Library – Rock & Rhyme 
11 Hutchins St. 11-11.30am for babies 
1-24 mnths. 6165 6208
Kingston School for Seniors
4th Wed. 10.15am. Kingborough Snr 
Citizens Hall. Ph Marion 0409 388 966
Morning Tea with Friends 2nd 
Wed, 10-11.30am, Kingston Neighbour-
hood House, 6229 4066
Playgroup (birth to 5yrs) 11am-
12.30pm, Kingston Neighbourhood 
House, Enq. 6229 4066
Sight Singing for Music Readers  
2pm, Blackmans Bay. 0412 953 200
Sing Australia Kingston 11.30am-
1.30pm, Uniting Church, Jindabyne Rd. 
Lyn 0488 463 503/Gail 0417 911 745
Walking Group Meet at 11am at King-
ston Neighbourhood House, 6229 4066
THURSDAYS
Anglicare financial counselling 
4th Thurs. Kingston Neighbourhood 
House. 1800 007 007
English Conversation Group 
10.30-11.30am, Kingston Library. 
6165 6210
Indoor Bowls Kingston Community 
Hall, 35 Redwood Rd. 1-3pm. Judy 0437 
495 192
Kingston Fun Rockers  
7-9pm, Kingston Community Hall, 35 
Redwood Rd. 0419 875 280
Kingston Library Storytime 10.30-
11am, for pre-schoolers.  
11 Hutchins St. 6165 6208
Loui’s Van food relief 7.30pm-
8pm, Kingston Neighbourhood House, 
6229 4066
Mahjong 9.30am-12noon, Kingston 
Community Hall, 35 Redwood Rd.
 Judy 0437 495 192
Salvation Army Kingborough 
drop in. Community lunch. 3 Opal Dr, 
Blackmans Bay. From 11am, meals from 
noon. Exc pub hols.
Talking Cafe 10am-12pm. 1st & 3rd 
Thursday. Timeless Way Cafe, Channel 
Court, Kingston.
The Southern Voices  
adult choir rehearsals, Kingston Uniting 
Church, 7.15pm. secretary@choralpro-
ductionstasmania.com

Ukulele Class 1.30pm-2pm - begin-
ners; 2pm-4pm - all abilities. Fortnightly. 
Kingston Neighbourhood House, 0431 
962 728
FRIDAYS
AtWork Employment Service 9am-
4pm, Kingston Neighbourhood House. 
1300 080 856
Autism Peer Support Group 1st 
Fri, Kingston Neighbourhood House, 
6229 4066
Eating with Friends  
Community Lunch Last Fri, 12pm-
1.30pm, Kingston Neighbourhood House, 
Enq. 6229 4066
Friends of the Library,  
Kingston – Book Sale 1st & 3rd 
Fri, 9.30am-12noon, Kingston Library. 
6165 6208
Kingborough Bridge Club 1pm, 
42 Jindabyne Road, Kingston Beach 
0410 119 568
Kingston District Garden Club 
4th Fri, 10.30am-12.30pm, Uniting 
Church Hall, Jindabyne Road, Kingston 
Beach. kdgcsecretary@gmail.com
Kingston Library - Rock & Rhyme 
11-11.30am, for babies 1-24 mnths. 11 
Hutchins St. 6165 6208 
Kingston Tennis Club Social tennis 
9am-12 noon. 6200 4873
Silver Salties Tai Chi 9.30am-
10.30am, Kingston Neighbourhood House, 
6229 4066
SATURDAYS
Blackmans Bay Community 
Assoc. Crop Swap 3rd Sat, 11am, 
bbca7052@gmail.com
Kingston Grows Garden Group 
1st Saturday, 10am-11.30pm, Kingston 
Neighbourhood House, 6229 4066
Kingston Tennis Club  
Social tennis 2pm-4pm. 6200 4873
Jewellery making 9am-12pm, last Sat. 
Kingston Neighbourhood House, 6229 4066
Seventh-day Adventist,  
Crescent Drive, Margate. 9.30am Bible 
Study; 11am Worship Service
Voices of Franklin Democracy 
group. Kingston & Huonville Libraries. 
Book via www.voicesoffranklin.org.
SUNDAYS
AA Kingston 6pm, Kingston Uniting 
Church Hall, 40 Jindabyne Rd, Kingston 
Beach. 6234 8711
Anglican St Clements, 100 Beach Rd, 
Kingston 8am, 9.30am & 4.30pm. 6229 
7678 / 0407 880 384
Blessed is the Spot  
Last Sun of month. 2pm. Centenial Park, 
Kingston Beach. Roza 0419 123 950
CityLight Church 150 Redwood 
Rd Kingston. 10am Worship Service. 
6229 1944
Kingborough Family Church 11 
Glory Place, Huntingfield. 10am  
worship/children’s. Enquiries 6229 2196
Kingborough Quakers  
4th Sun 10.30am 6267 2571 for venue
Kingston Uniting Church Service 
10am & Sunday School 42 Jindabyne Rd, 
Kingston. 6229 8112
Margate Christian Church
33 Sandfly Road, Margate. 10am
0402 341 232
Margate Garden Club  
last Sun mth outings. Anne 6267 2152
Repair Cafe 1st Sunday, 2pm-4pm, 
Kingston Neighbourhood House, 6229 
4066
Rivercity Christian Church 
4pm 1/16 Freeman St, Kingston. Chris 
0488 018 783
Taroona Uniting Church Service 
9.30am, 1 Taroona Cresc. 6227 9863

 What’s on

ISSN 1442-5092

Published Thursdays

PO Box 107
Cygnet Tasmania 7112

Phone: 6295 1708
Web: www.southbus.com.au
Email: cygtel@southbus.com.au

Deadlines
Display ads 5pm Monday
Line ads 4pm Tuesday
Articles 5pm Monday
No cancellations accepted 
after 4pm Tuesday.

Rates - Kingston Classifieds
Line ads
$10.50 per 5 lines
($1.00 - each additional line)
Add a photo for $10.50

Display ads 
$4.70 per column centimetre
Full page $488
Half page $244
Quarter page $122
Front page - please enquire
Positions of advertisements
cannot be reserved.

All prices include GST

Payment required by cash, cheque, 
Visa or MasterCard prior to 
publication, except by arrangement.

What’s on - Free for regular com-
munity non-profit activities only.

Save on advertising costs 
Special rates apply for advertising 
concurrently in both the Cygnet, 
Huon & Channel Classifieds and 
the Kingston Classifieds.
Regular advertisers can take 
advantage of our Contract Rates. 
Call for details.

Opinions expressed in the Kingston 
Classifieds do not necessarily reflect 
the views of Southern Business 
Services Pty Ltd. 
Political advertisements published 
in this paper are accepted on a 
commercial basis and have no 
bearing on the views of this paper. 
Contributors of letters, editorial 
material, and advertisements, agree 
to indemnify Southern Business 
Services Pty Ltd and its employees 
for any liability arising out of claims 
in relation to such contributions. Any 
claims made in advertisements, or 
editorial, are the responsibility of the 
person(s) placing the advertisement.
While every care is taken, the 
publisher cannot be held responsible 
for errors or their effect. We reserve 
the right to alter, omit, reclassify or 
abbreviate advertisements for any 
reason. Responsibility for election 
comment is accepted by Jan Findlay,  
PO Box 107, Cygnet.
Our full terms and conditions can be 
found at www.southbus.com.au

The Kingston Classifieds is 
independent, locally owned and 
published by Southern Business 
Services Pty Ltd. 
We have no association with any 
other company in Australia or 
overseas.

THE KINGSTON CLASSIFIEDS

Red-vested penguin suits
Chile is home to the largest concentration in 
the world of Humboldt penguins, a vulner-
able species of mid-sized penguin. The El 
Niño weather phenomenon, which brings 
unusually warm waters to parts of the Pacific 
Ocean, is making the cold-water fish they 
rely on harder to find, and commercial fish-
ing is adding to the pressure. The little birds  
are being forced to travel much greater 
distances for food, exposing them to more 
injuries on their extended journeys. Wildlife 
clinics across Chile are regularly receiving 
distressed penguins stranded along Chile’s 
coast, says Tomás Piño, a veterinarian who 
runs Conservación Humboldt, a non-profit 
that rehabilitates injured marine animals in 
the country’s north. Treating those injuries 
can be tricky. Penguins often twist their long 
necks to peck at gashes and pull out their 
own stitches, Piño said. They are fitted wtih 
red vests to prevent them from doing that 
during their recovery. Copper and zinc are 
also woven into the fabric. The copper in-
hibits the growth of bacteria and fungi while 
the zinc also stimulates the formation of new 
blood vessels, helping damaged tissue heal 
more quickly. Fashion and function in one.

Mini Mozarts stolen
Earlier this year, Salzburg, the birthplace of 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, the famous 
classical composer, celebrated the 270th 
anniversary of his birth. The Mozarteum 
Foundation commissioned the conceptual 
artist Ottmar Hörl, well known for installa-
tions made up of large numbers of identical 
figures depicting famous personalities. He 
installed 320 50cm, gold-coloured statu-
ettes of the composer with his dog Pimperl 
in the city’s Mirabell Garden and several 
other Mozart-related sites around the city 
in a whimsical homage to the composer. 
Unfortunately, the figures were so appeal-
ing that people started to take them home. 
Indeed, 210 of them were purloined before 
the displays had to be shut down. Perhaps 
the artist should have seen it coming: a 
previous display of his in Bayreuth suffered 
a similar fate when 100 figures of composer 
Richard Wagner disappeared.

One for the Guiness Book of 
Records?
Two trailer truckloads of the famous 
Guiness stout, valued at £115,000 
($215,000) were stolen from a depot 
near Liverpool in northwest England, the 
Cheshire Constabulary said recently. The 
brew was snatched overnight by two driv-
ers who pulled up to an industrial park 
in Runcorn and brazenly hauled away 
the trailers containing about 800 barrels 
(about 70,000 pints) of stout.

Bon mot
“A pint of stout and a piece of bread and 
cheese is a luxury which no prince can com-
mand.” – William Makepeace Thackeray, 
novelist, UK 
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Consulting space available for lease

KINGSTON BEACH HEALTH CENTRE

Kingston Beach Health Centre provides  
the following Allied Health Services

Podiatry • Chiropractic Therapy  
• Clinical Psychology • Massage Therapy  

• Dietetics • Diabetes Education • Audiology

For details or to arrange an appointment 
Phone 6229 9844 or visit our website www.kbhc.com.au

2 Recreation Street, Kingston Beach / Ph 6229 9844

Free stalls 

 Raffle 

Music 

Fun

Gifts

Market & Community Event

20 Sept   10am - 2pm
Valley Campground, Crabtree

Following pilot sessions in King-
ston, a new youth road safe-
ty program aims to foster safe 
driving habits among young  
Tasmanian drivers.
The youth road safety program, 
Alongside, is being rolled out 
by the Tasmanian government, 
the RACT and the Road Safety 
Advisory Council to guide and  
support learners.
The program includes statewide 
Learning to Drive, Together work-
shops designed to foster the skills 
and knowledge supervisors and 
learners need to prepare for  
a lifetime of safe driving.
Tasmania’s minister for infrastruc-
ture and transport, Kerry Vincent, 
said the state government would 
invest $8 million in youth road 
safety over the next five years.

Join a free community informa-
tion session exploring the impor-
tance of advance care planning 
for people living with dementia 
and other neurocognitive condi-
tions. The session will be held at  
Kingborough Community Hub on 
Wednesday 30 September. It will 
be hosted by Clare Cameron, 
clinical nurse consultant in con-
sumer partnerships from Advance 
Care Planning Australia.
Advance care planning helps 
people consider and communicate 
their healthcare preferences for 
the future while they are still able 
to make and express decisions. It 
can provide peace of mind, reduce 
uncertainty, and help decision-
makers and healthcare profession-
als understand what matters most 
to the individual.
This session will cover:

“Importantly, $2 million of the 
funding is dedicated to improving 
road safety and licensing out-
comes for disadvantaged youth,” 
Minister Vincent said.
“Having a driver’s licence can 
be critical to connecting young 
people with education, employ-
ment and services, particularly in 
regional Tasmania.
“Road safety is everyone’s re-
sponsibility, and this program 
demonstrates our commitment to 
ensuring young people are devel-
oping safe driving skills.
“Each year, around 300 Tasmani-
ans are killed or seriously injured 
on our roads, and young people 
aged between 17 and 25 are 
consistently overrepresented in 
this toll.
“We know the P1 licensing phase 

is when young drivers are most at 
risk of being involved in a crash. 
I encourage all Tasmanians to do 
their part to be safe on our roads.”
Minister Vincent said the Learn-
ing to Drive, Together workshops 
launched recently in Kingston 
mark an important milestone 
following extensive consultation, 
research, and co-design.
Further pilots are planned across 
Tasmania.
“Supervisory drivers play a critical 
role in teaching young learners 
the responsibility that comes with 
driving on our roads. I encourage 
everyone to attend one of these 
sessions. It might save your life,” 
Minister Vincent said.

Minister for infrastructure and 
transport media release

•	 What advance care plan-
ning is and why it matters

•	 The importance of planning 
early following a diagnosis 
of dementia or another neu-
rocognitive condition

•	 Appointing and discussing 
a substitute decision-maker

•	 Documenting healthcare 
values, preferences and 
wishes

•	 Tips for having conversa-
tions with those you trust

•	 Available resources and 
support.

Whether you are living with a 
diagnosis, caring for some-
one who is, or simply wanting 
to learn more about advance 
care planning, this session will 
provide practical information 
and guidance in a supportive 
environment. We hope you can 

join us for this important com-
munity conversation; everyone 
is welcome. 
Advance Care Planning Australia 
is a national initiative funded 
by the Australian government’s 
Department of Health, Disability 
and Ageing. Their role is to pro-
mote awareness of advance care 
planning across Australia. This 
event is a partnership between 
Kingborough Council and ACP 
Australia for Dementia Action 
Week.

Kingborough Council and ACP 
Australia for Dementia 

Action Week

social housing might contribute to 
antisocial behaviour in the area.
Council officers said they were not 
able to address this concern.
“Matters relating to policing levels, 
law enforcement resources and the 
provision of social support services 
are the responsibility of relevant 
government agencies and fall 
outside the scope of the council’s 
assessment under the scheme.”
Officers acknowledged that the 
development was likely to generate 
130 vehicle movements per day, 
but said this would not unreason-
ably affect the safety and efficiency 
of Summerleas Road.
The proposed site contains po-
tential habitat for the swift parrot 
and forty-spotted pardalote. Con-
sequently the council has encour-
aged the developer to incorporate 
bird-safe design measures into the 
development. The developer will be 
required to donate $340 to $570 
per tree removed to the council’s 
environmental fund to be used to 
manage and conserve the habitat 
of the swift parrot and forty-spotted 
pardalote in the vicinity of Kingston 
or an area that supports equiva-
lent biodiversity values within the 
municipality.
Officers also indicated that works 
that could affect Whitewater Creek 
and its 30m waterway protection 
zone must meet strict conditions.

The Classifieds

Council 
approves 
housing 
development

From front page 

Kingston pilots launch road safety program

Advanced care planning for those with 
dementia and neurocognitive conditions
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PODIATRY
Kingston Beach
Health Centre

All aspects of foot care:
• Orthotics
• Nail care
• Corns

• Diabetic
	 assessment
• Heel pain  
	 (plantar fasciitis)

Appointments  
available

Phone 6229 9844
Book online

www.daniellewispodiatry.com

or visit Kingston Beach
Health Centre,  

2 Recreation Street

DANIEL LEWIS
DAVID WEBBY

TRACY MCMENAMIN

1800 RAW TAS (1800 729 827) 

Suicide  
prevention &  

mental health 
rural support

nedwood 
            design

galler      y

www.nedwood.com.au 
0499 352 843

51 Woodbridge Hill Road, 
Woodbridge

Kingston Beach Surf Life Sav-
ing Club has announced that 
registrations for Nippers, its 
popular children’s program, will 
open soon. It has encouraged 
families wanting to register for 
the 2026/27 season to visit the 
contact page on its website and 
join the list for expressions of 
interest.
Children between the ages of five 
and 13 are eligible.
Nipper parent Melinda said the 
whole family had benefited from 
taking part.
“Our first year of Nippers has 
been about so much more than 
learning new skills and building 
confidence,” she said.
“We’ve found a wonderful sense 
of community, made new friends, 
and loved being part of some-
thing together. It’s been such a 
special experience for our whole 
family.”
Nipper Imogen said Nippers 
had brought her no end of op-
portunities.
“Nippers is one of my favourite 
activities because I love the 
beach, learning new surf skills, 
and building confidence in the 
water,” she said. 
“I also enjoy competing at car-
nivals, especially in team events, 
where everyone works together 
and supports each other while 
representing our club. My fa-
vourite event is board paddling 
because I love the challenge and 
being out on the water.”
To become a member of Kingston 
Beach SLSC, message the club 
through the contact form on its 
website.

The Classifieds

will help inform the council’s 
Community Services Strategy and 
ensure it reflects the interests, 
aspirations and needs of the King-
borough community.
“Art plays an important role in 
bringing people together, celebrat-
ing creativity and enriching com-
munity life,” Cr Street said.
“Kingborough is home to a vibrant 
and diverse arts community, and 
we want to better understand how 
people engage with arts activities 
and what opportunities they would 
like to see in the future.
“This survey will help identify what 
is working well, where there may 
be gaps, and how the council 
can support arts and creative 
opportunities that are accessible, 
meaningful and valued by the 
community.
“Community input is essential to 
shaping a strategy that delivers 
real outcomes.
“We’re keen to hear from artists, 
arts organisations, participants 
and residents who enjoy art, as well 
as those who may face barriers to 
getting involved.
“This feedback will help guide the 
council’s future planning, pro-
grams and advocacy, ensuring art 
continues to thrive in Kingborough.
“Whether you regularly attend 
events, create art yourself, or 
simply value the role arts play in 
our community, I encourage you 
to take a few minutes to have your 
say,” Cr Street said.
The survey’s launch coincides with 
the opening of the Kingborough 
Art Prize Exhibition and sale, which 
will be held at the Kingborough 
Community Hub on Thursday 17 
September, with the official open-
ing event on Friday 18 September 
from 5pm.
The survey is available online 
at  www.surveymonkey.com/
r/837WST8.
Paper copies are available from 
the Kingborough Council Civic 
Centre, Kingborough Community 
Hub and local community centres.
The Kingborough arts survey closes 
on Friday 23 October.

Kingborough Council media release

Have your 
say on arts in 
Kingborough

everyone’s talking about.
This workshop will explore:
•	 What Generative AI is (and 

what it isn’t)
•	 Common myths and miscon-

ceptions
•	 How it’s already being used 

in business (even if you don’t 
realise it)

•	 The risks and responsibilities 
of using AI

•	 What to consider before in-
troducing it to your business 
or team.

By the end, you’ll have a clearer 
picture of how this fast-moving 
technology fits into the small 
business landscape – and where 
it might (or might not) fit for you.
Workshop 2 AI in Action: Ap-
plying Generative AI in Your 
Business
Wednesday 28 October, 5.30pm 
to 7pm – Jacaranda Room, King-
ston Hotel
Wednesday 4 November, 5.30pm 
to 7pm – Huonville Bowls Club
So, you’ve heard of AI tools like 
ChatGPT – but how do they actu-
ally help with the day-to-day of 
business?
This practical session is all about 
taking the next step. This work-
shop will examine where AI can 
genuinely save you time and 
effort, and walk through simple, 
real-world examples you can try 
for yourself.
You’ll learn:
•	 Real-world use cases tai-

lored to small business
•	 How to use tools like Chat-

GPT and Microsoft Copilot
•	 Simple AI hacks for market-

ing, admin and more
•	 How to create prompts that 

actually get good results
•	 What risks to be aware of – 

and how to manage them.
L igh t  re f reshment s  w i l l  be 
provided.
Book via Humanitix. If you can 
no longer attend, please advise 
organisers as soon as possible.

Business South

Workshops to 
demystify  
AI for 
businessFrom front page 

From front page 

Kingston Beach
Nippers 
registrations 
open soon

Line ads from $10.50, dis-
play ads from $23.50. Your 
display ad designed for you. 
Lodge by email or phone.
 editor@southbus.com.au 

Ph 6295 1708
www.southbus.com.au

in  the  
Classif ieds
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Tree Maintenance  

Tree Removal  

Tree Consulting and Reports  

Habitat Carving and Installation

0456 619 702
greg@treeglider.com.au 
www.treeglider.com.au

The recently formed North West 
Bay Garden Club has a new home 
at One Way Church in Margate on 
Endeavour Avenue off Beach Road.
Helen Lindsay, club president 
and southern Tasmania’s zone 
coordinator of Garden Clubs of 
Australia, said she was thrilled with 
the attendance and enthusiasm of 
members, with numbers growing 
each meeting.  
“We have had the usual pruning 
workshops, plus guest speakers 
such as the well-known landscape 
architect Lindsay Campbell and 
the Tasmanian representative of 
Therapeutic Horticulture Australia, 
Mandy Agrawal. This month we are 
travelling to Ranelagh to pat and 
brush some Highland cows and 
observe Julie’s poly tunnel.”
The North West Bay Garden Club 
is also the host club for the Garden 
Clubs of Australia Convention in 
southern Tasmania in 2027. This 
will be the first time the convention 
is held in Tasmania, and already 
mainland garden clubs are 
expressing an interest in visiting.

The North West Bay Garden Club 
meets on Saturday afternoons. 
One Way Church provides a level-
access meeting room surrounded 
by easily accessible gardens and 
plenty of parking. The club ac-
knowledges the Channel Museum, 
which previously provided a venue, 
and thanks them for their hospital-
ity, which enabled the club to get 
started.
Helen says the trend throughout 
Australia is for garden clubs to 
merge as numbers decline with 
age, but Kingston District Garden 
Club has 104 members and South 
Channel the same. 
“There are three community gar-
dens in the Kingborough area that 
are well attended so adding the 
North West Bay Garden Club to 
service our growing population is 
exciting and supports a sustainable 
lifestyle.”
Helen encourages community 
interaction between garden clubs.
“The Garden Clubs of Australia 
motto is ‘Friendship through 
Gardens’,” she says.

The popular Madame Butterflies 
Flower Show will this year be at 
the Margate Hall on Saturday 17 
October from 12.30pm to 4pm. 
It has previously been held at the 
Kingston Beach Hall and King-
borough Community Hub, and 
organisers hope that moving the 
venue around Kingborough will 
encourage a wider range of exhibi-
tors, stall holders and patrons.  
The North West Bay Garden Club 
will hold a huge container and 
book sale on 4 October for any 
bargain hunters. Expect garden 
and floral art books, vases, bas-
kets, plaited flax, plants and acces-
sories – a fossicker’s delight. 
Whether you have a pot plant on 
your veranda or live on acreage, 
you are welcome to join the North 
West Bay Garden Club. Message 
the Facebook group for details or 
send them your email to subscribe 
to their monthly newsletter.

Helen Lindsay

President

 North West Bay Garden Club

Garden club thrives at new Margate venue

In recent weeks the Community 
Association of Greater Snug 
returned to its planting site 
along the Snug River, continuing 
revegetation works to support 
riverbank stability, increase species 

diversity and improve habitat for 
local wildlife.
Meanwhile, members of Allens 
Rivulet Landcare recently returned 
to one of their earliest planting sites 

along Platypus Creek, which flows 
into Allens Rivulet. 
More than 20 years after the origi-
nal planting, the group continues 
to care for the area, helping create 
a healthy environment for wildlife, 
nature and the community.
Interested in getting involved in 
Landcare? There are many ways to 
support Landcare in Kingborough. 
Learn more about Landcare op-
portunities at www.landcaretas.
org.au and Kingborough Council’s 
website.

Kingborough Council

Landcarers spruce up Snug and Allens Rivulet

How well do you know the plants, 
birds and wildlife living in your 
local area?
Discover the nature on your door-
step. Come along for a relaxed, 
hands-on introduction to local 
biodiversity at West Winds Com-
munity Centre in Woodbridge.
Learn simple ways to identify the 
plants and animals around you, 
discover what makes a healthy 
habitat, and pick up practical ideas 
for making your own backyard or 
garden more welcoming to native 
wildlife.
You’ll leave with new ways to ex-
plore, notice and connect with the 
natural world around you.
This session is part of the Growing 
Connections Series promoting na-
ture, wellbeing, practical skills and 
sustainable living at West Winds.
BJ, Kingborough Council’s natural 
areas interpretation officer, will be 
your workshop facilitator.
The session takes place on 
Wednesday 30 September from 
1pm to 2.30pm. It is suitable for 
ages 12 and over.
Tickets are $5 plus booking fee 
and can be reserved via Eventbrite. 
Bookings are essential.
For more information, contact 
West Winds Community Centre 
on 6267 4713 or westwinds@
westwinds.org.au.

West Winds Community Centre

The nature on 
your doorstep
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The Ida Bay Railway is a step closer 
to reopening after the Office of the 
National Rail Safety Regulator ap-
proved its rail-safety accreditation.
Stage 1 accreditation covers the res-
toration of the section of the railway 
around the workshop and down to 
the Lune River Road crossing.
The Ida Bay Railway Preservation 
Society said it planned to run works 
trains and driver training trains on 
the first 2km of the 7km track as 
it works towards reopening the 
whole railway to the public in a few  
years’s time.
However, the society cannot operate 
the locomotives and rolling stock 
as yet after its accreditation team 
found there had been considerable 
change to the systems requirements 
for safe operation and management 
of heritage railways.
The society said it would implement 
the approved management system, 
gear up to restore the initial section 
of track, and recommission a work-
ing set of rolling stock to support 
training and track reconstruction.
“At the moment, the only part of the 
railway we’ve got the licence for 
from [Tasmania Parks and Wildlife 
Service], who are the custodians of 
the railway on behalf of the state 
government, is the area west of the 
highway,” the society’s treasurer 
James Shugg told the Mercury.

“The condition for them to give us 
the rest of the track was to get ac-
creditation and to get public liability 
insurance – now we’ve got both  
of those.”
The society will work on assessing 
the track and extending its accredita-
tion in stages towards Deep Hole, as 
well as seeking a renewed, longer-
term licence to continue restoration. 
“What’s really been encouraging 
is that … I’ve had in the last cou-
ple of days messages from other 
heritage railways around the state, 
people that work at the West Coast 
Wilderness Railway, people who 
work with Wee Georgie Wood in 
Tullah, people who worked at the 
Don River Railway or volunteer,”  
Mr Shugg said. 
“All were very keen to come down 
and help us … it’s these people 
that have got expertise in the tracks 
and that’s the beauty of it for us –  
we don’t have to pay anyone.
“What’s really good about the vol-
unteer model is that you use people 
who have a passion for heritage rail 
and you put it to work.
“We have the money and we know 
we will get there eventually, but if we 
have the right people on board, we 
can get there faster.” 
The Tasmanian government re-
claimed the railway following oper-
ating problems, including a 2018 

derailment. It has remained closed 
since then.
The Ida Bay Railway is the last re-
maining bush tramway in Australia, 
and the country’s most southerly.
It was born in around 1919, when 
an abandoned timber tramway 
of the Lune River sawmill was im-
proved and extended to transport 
limestone from Marble Hill just 
south of Hastings Cave to a jetty 
at Brick Point, Ida Bay. The railway 
became a busy and vital employer in  
a growing community. 
The line was later extended to Deep 
Hole just outside the Southport 

Narrows to allow shipping by deeper 
draft vessels.
After industrial operations ended 
in 1975, the Far South community 
campaigned to keep the railway 
operating. It was bought by the 
Tasmanian government and has 
since been owned by the people of 
Tasmania. The tramway was con-
verted to a tourist attraction in 1977, 
and ran as a narrow-gauge tourist 
railway leased from the government. 
The full two-hour round trip provided 
a unique scenic and historic experi-
ence for visitors.

The Classifieds

Fresh hope for Ida Bay Railway

A story often told in my family 
is my obsession with going to 
the local library even as a very 
young child.  I virtually lived there.  
One day I saw a notice for 
an essay competition entitled  
Why I Like The Library. For some 
reason, never understood nor ex-
plained, my father said: “No, you 
are not going to enter.” I was not 
usually a disobedient child but this 
time I took no heed. I will leave 
you to guess what happened.  
I took my father’s words as a rejec-
tion of my writing ability. Yet I did 
keep on. I have continued to write, 
and it is a huge part of my life. 
Recently I came across an article 
in 1,000 Libraries about legend-
ary authors who were turned down 
multiple times before they finally 
made it big. Their stories are not 
just inspiring; they’re a testament 
to the power of persistence and 
believing in oneself.
There can be few more famous 

literary characters than Harry Pot-
ter, yet the first book was rejected 
by 12 publishers before it was 
finally accepted. And then only 
after then eight-year-old Alice, 
daughter of Bloomsbury CEO 
Nigel Newton gave a rave review 
of it to her father. Today, Rowling’s 
series has sold over 500 million 
copies and transformed her into 
a literary icon. 
Then there was Louisa May Alcott. 
Early in her career, she was told 
to “stick to teaching” and give 
up her dream of writing. But she 
ignored those discouraging words 
and went on to write Little Women,  
a beloved classic that has touched 
generations. Her story reminds us 
that sometimes rejection is just  
a stepping stone to success.
Dr Seuss faced rejection from 27 
publishers. But Theodor Seuss 
Geisel, to give him his full name, 
kept trying, and eventually, his first 
book was published. Today, more 

than 600 million copies of his 
books have been sold worldwide. 
William Golding’s Lord of the Flies 
was called “rubbish and dull” by 
one publisher. Yet, after 20 rejec-
tions, it was accepted. It is now  
a staple in schools and has sold 
tens of millions of copies. 
George Orwell’s Animal Farm 
was turned down multiple times, 
with one publisher claiming it was 
impossible to sell a story about 
animals in the US. Today, it’s con-
sidered one of the most powerful 
political allegories ever written, 
with over 50 million copies sold. 
F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great 
Gatsby was initially a commercial 
failure. An editor even suggested 
removing the main character. But 
now, Gatsby is considered one of 
the greatest novels ever written, 
selling hundreds of thousands of 
copies annually. 
John le Carré’s The Spy Who 
Came in from the Cold was 

dismissed with a note saying, “He 
hasn’t got any future.” Today, he’s 
one of the most influential spy 
novelists, with over 60 million 
books sold. 
Stephen King’s Carrie was re-
jected 30 times. His wife rescued 
the manuscript from the rubbish 
bin, and the rest is history. The 
book launched his career, and he 
became one of the most success-
ful authors of all time. 
Even Anne Frank’s diary was 
rejected by a publisher, who said 
it lacked “a special perception”. 
Today, her Diary of a Young Girl 
has sold over 30 million copies 
and is one of the most important 
personal accounts of the 20th 
century. And so we could go on.
Most of us are not aiming to be  
a bestselling novelist, but whatever 
we love doing, we should keep on 
keeping on and ignore rejection.

Marian Hearn

In praise of literary perseverance



10 September 2026 - Kingston Classifieds  7  

CLASSIFIEDS
ADVERTISE  

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS
Line ads from $10.50, 
display ads from $23.50. 
Your display ad designed for 
you at no extra cost (proof 
supplied for approval). 
A large, loyal, ongoing 
readership which trusts 
in our publication and its 

advertisers. 
Book via phone or email 

6295 1708  
editor@southbus.com.au 

TRADES
PLUMBER

General plumbing, 
emergency repairs and 

maintenance. 
Hot water cylinders and 

blocked drains. 
Phone 0427 776 456

TASMANIAN LAND 
MANAGEMENT
Specialising in:

Weed ID and Control
Property Improvement

Bushfire Mitigation
Facebook: Tasmanian Land

Management
Call Tracey: 0409 331 437
Call Jason: 0423 728 852

Email: info@tlmtas.net 
www.tlmtas.net

CARPENTER
Specialising in decks, 

cladding, framing, internal 
fitouts, renovations and 
much more. Ph ANH 

Building 0406 748 626

PAINTER
No job too small

Phone Peter: 0417 302 739

THE FLUE PRO 
WOODHEATING SERVICES
Chimney and flue cleans.

Woodheater repairs. 
Re-flues and installations. 
Tasmanian made quality 

parts. Sales of new heaters. 
Qualified and insured.  

Over 25 years experience. 
Ph 0407 040 641 

or 6239 3505

Locksmith
Mobile locksmith service 
southern-based, residential, 
commercial and automotive. 
Competitive rates. Call Ian: 

0414 079 834

Landscape Construction
Decks, Retaining Walls, 

Paving, Fencing, Excavation.
Quality Local Work.

Mitch RYC 0431 856 901

TREEWISE
The pruning specialist.  

Fully qualified  
and insured Arborist.  

Call Raz 0432 909 466

GARDENING

HUON REMEDIAL MASSAGE 
& BODYWORK

Health fund rebates 
available. Call or txt / book 

online @ 0488 001 434  
huonremedial.com.au

MIND & BODY

Channel PC Repairs
Ph Dave 0437 177 651
www.channelpcrepairs.

com.au

COMPUTING

OLD VIDEO TAPE TRANSFERS
We digitise old tapes & reels

to MPEG4 from $30.  
Bulk discounts. 

Call Duff TV 0413 139 599 
or go to www.dufftv.com.au

 SERVICES

Up to this point there had been a patchwork of state and local 
government regulations. In response, the national construc-
tion code was launched, and builders and their clients bore 
the brunt of a code designed to regulate all and satisfy none. 
The increasing complexity of building regulations was not a 
single event but a compounding series of well-meant meas-
ures by both sides of politics that nobody connected to the cost 
of building a house. Another fail for contemporary politics.
Adding to this was the simultaneous growth of land use zoning 
and planning regulations at the state level, with no connection 
to national housing supply needs or construction feasibility.
On top of that was progressive deregulation of temporary 
migration, which has resulted in 2,807,322 temporary mi-
grants currently living in Australia – a million more than five 
years ago – while construction productivity and the size of the 
construction workforce have sunk to record lows.
That’s how we got to where we are, with an apparent shortage 
of accessible housing. Housing specialist Michael Matusik esi-
mates that Australia has roughly 13 million empty bedrooms 
both in already-occupied homes and empty housing stock. 
Data from the Australian Bureau of Statistics shows that over 
75% of households have more rooms than needed, largely 
driven by older owners living in large family houses. Addi-
tionally, past census counts recorded over a million entirely 
unoccupied private dwellings. 
At long last some countermeasures are being proposed. If the 
aim is to enable people to get a roof over their heads, then we 
need to reframe our notion of what is essential in a dwelling. 
Streamlining housing construction involves cutting red tape in 
planning approvals, modernising building codes, and using 
modern building methods like prefabrication and AI-assisted 
assessments to lower costs and speed project delivery. We 
need fast-tracking for approvals by digitising and coordinat-
ing local planning pathways to remove delays caused by 
fragmented and expensive council processes. We need to 
implement modern methods of construction, expanding the 
use of modular, prefabricated, and flat-pack components 
to reduce reliance on here-today-gone-tomorrow, on-site 
subcontractors. We need to be able to stimulate the provision 
of infrastructure by directing targeted funding towards it: local 
roads, power, drainage and access to make development-
ready land available faster. We know what we need. 
What is lacking is the political will to deliver it.

John Fleming II
fleming@southbus.com.au

Opinion
From back page 

Weather forecast for Kingston from bom.gov.au on Wednesday morning

EVENTS
Looking for your 

dream job?
In this all-ages family circus 
show, Sam is going to try 
every job they have ever 

dreamed of!  
Expect tumbling, juggling 

and serious silliness! 
Saturday 26/09, 6pm, 

Cygnet Town Hall  
Tickets at rooke.org.au

Local Weather Forecast

Friday	 Sunny	 7/18°

Saturday	 Mostly sunny	 6/18°

Sunday	 Partly cloudy	 8/21°

Monday	 Shower or two	 11/22°

Tuesday	 Showers	 10/14°

FOR DISPLAY ADS
5pm Mondays 

FOR LINE ADS
4pm Tuesdays

To appear in the edition 
published on Thursday of 

the same week.
Classified line ads start at 

$10.50 for up to 20 words.
Email editor@southbus.

com.au or Ph 6295 1708

DEADLINES

WHAT’S ON
If your listing in What’s On 
on page 2 of the Classifieds 
is no longer valid please 
advise us as we have other 
organisations wishing to list 
their activity and we only 
have a certain amount of 
space available. Please call 
the Classifieds on 6295 
1708 or email cygtel@
southbus.com.au

TRADE OR SERVICE?
Email  

editor@southbus.com.au or 
phone 6295 1708  

to advertise.  
Line ad deadline: 
4pm Tuesdays for 
Thursday’s edition.

MAKE THE CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK FOR YOU

Advertising here and in 
the Kingston Classifieds 

attracts a discount.
Email editor@southbusc.
om.au or Ph 6295 1708 
by 4pm Tuesdays to place 

your advertisement
or visit our website at 
www.southbus.com.au

to lodge your ad.

This week’s puzzle

The numbers 1 to 9 must 
appear in every row, column 
& 3 x 3 box. Use logic to define 
the answer, which will appear 
in next week’s Classifieds.

Last issue’s solution

10 September 2026

SUDOKU 9x9

Easy

1 9 6 5
7 1

3 9 8 7 6
2 6 8 4 7

7 4 2 3
5 8 7 3 1 2

2 7 6 8 9 1 3
9 5 3 4

5

Medium

8 6
4 2 9 1 8

1 2 3 7
8 1
7 6
1 6 2 7 5 3

7 9
7 5 1

6 3 4 5

Hard

2 5 9
6 4
8 3

4 9 2
7 3
9 8 2 6 5
1 7 2

4
8 5 6 1

Expert

8 1 7
4 5 2
9 4 3

5 2
6 8

9 6 3
3 4

7 5 2 1
8

Master

1 5
7 3

2 9 4 1
1 4 2 6

8
4 9

6 8
5 9

2 7 6 5

09/08/2026

Download the original Sudoku.com
mobile application and play thousands of
Sudoku puzzles anytime, anywhere!

Easy

2 1 8 4 7 5 3 9 6
4 9 6 3 8 2 1 5 7
7 5 3 9 1 6 2 8 4
3 7 4 6 5 1 9 2 8
1 8 5 2 4 9 7 6 3
9 6 2 7 3 8 4 1 5
8 2 7 1 6 3 5 4 9
6 4 9 5 2 7 8 3 1
5 3 1 8 9 4 6 7 2

Medium

9 8 2 7 6 3 5 1 4
5 6 3 4 2 1 7 9 8
7 1 4 9 8 5 2 6 3
4 9 7 3 1 6 8 5 2
8 5 6 2 7 4 9 3 1
2 3 1 8 5 9 6 4 7
3 7 9 5 4 8 1 2 6
6 4 8 1 9 2 3 7 5
1 2 5 6 3 7 4 8 9

Hard

3 5 1 6 7 2 4 8 9
4 6 9 8 3 1 7 5 2
2 8 7 5 4 9 3 1 6
9 4 6 1 5 7 2 3 8
5 7 3 2 8 4 6 9 1
1 2 8 3 9 6 5 4 7
6 9 2 4 1 5 8 7 3
8 1 5 7 6 3 9 2 4
7 3 4 9 2 8 1 6 5

Expert

1 9 3 4 2 7 5 8 6
8 6 7 9 1 5 3 2 4
5 2 4 6 8 3 1 7 9
4 3 5 8 7 1 9 6 2
2 7 6 3 4 9 8 1 5
9 8 1 2 5 6 4 3 7
3 5 8 7 6 4 2 9 1
7 4 9 1 3 2 6 5 8
6 1 2 5 9 8 7 4 3

Master

8 7 3 6 1 2 9 5 4
2 6 4 5 9 7 8 1 3
1 5 9 8 3 4 6 2 7
3 9 7 4 8 1 5 6 2
6 4 1 3 2 5 7 8 9
5 8 2 7 6 9 4 3 1
9 3 6 2 4 8 1 7 5
7 1 8 9 5 3 2 4 6
4 2 5 1 7 6 3 9 8

09/01/2026

Download the original Sudoku.com
mobile application and play thousands of
Sudoku puzzles anytime, anywhere!

TRADE OR SERVICE? 
Email editor@southbus.

com.au or Ph 6295 1708 
to advertise. 
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Event Diary   September
11	 Pop-up café for seniors: Neil the seal – 12pm-1pm, Kingborough Community Hub
12	 Spring in the Valley Bush Dance – doors 6pm, dance 6.30pm-9pm, Cygnet Town Hall
13	 Strings Together ukulele and guitar charity concert – 2pm-3.30pm, Kettering Community Hall
13	 Jazz and blues Sunday: Nadira and friends – 2pm, West Winds Community Centre
15	 Spring walk for seniors: Boronia Beach – 10am-1pm, Kingston Beach Sailing Club
18	 School alternatives: information session – 10am-11.30am, Kingston Neighbourhood House
19	 Shoreline: the Threshold of Change arts event – 1.30pm, Cygnet Town Hall
20	 Dancing into Spring - Huon Valley Concert Band, Huon Valley Swing Band and 	
	 other special guests – 2pm-4.30pm, Palais Theatre, Franklin
20	 Kettering concert: piano, viola and bass trio – 3pm, Kettering Community Hall
24	 Dementia Friendly Tasmania: Fun & Games – 10.30am-12pm, Blackmans Bay Community Hall
25	 Cygnet Folk Festival Tassie launch party – 5.30pm-7.30pm, Pagan Cider, Cygnet
26	 Looking for Your Dream Job? - All ages family circus show – 6pm, Cygnet Town Hall
28	 Suicide prevention training – 9.30am-4.30pm, Huonville Library
29	 Jellyfish - Beauty Or Beast? talk– 2pm-3pm, Kingborough Community Hub
30	 Advance Care Planning for those with dementia or other neurocognitive conditions 	
	 – 10am-11am, Kingborough Community Hub
30	 Know Your Patch - discover local nature – 1pm-2.30pm, West Winds Community Centre, 	
	 Woodbridge

Market Diary  September
13	 Kingston Beach Handmade Market – 10am-3pm, Kingston Beach Hall
13	 Judbury Market – 10am-2pm, Calvert Park, Judbury
19	 Snug Beach Community Market – 10am-2pm, Snug Community Hall
20	 Crabtree Crop and Crafts Market – 10am-2pm, Valley Campground, Crabtree
20	 Lunawanna Makers and Produce Market – 9am-2pm, Lunawanna Memorial Hall
20	 Cygnet Market – 10am-2pm, Cygnet Town Hall
20	 Woodbridge Market – 10am-2pm, Woodbridge Community Hall
20	 The Hub Creative Market – 10am-2pm, Tarremah Steiner School

e m a i l  y o u r  a d v e r t ,  a r t i c l e  o r 
q u e r y  t o  t h e  C l a s s i f i e d s  a t :
e d i t o r @ s o u t h b u s . c o m . a u

Opinion

*Events may be ticketed. Readers are advised to check online.

The Classifieds endeavours to ensure market details are correct, but recom-
mends that you consult market Facebook pages for up-to-date information.

notoriously protective of their qualifi-
cations, especially in relation to quali-
fications earned in other countries, 
to the extent that migrants who had 
been selected precisely because their 
skills were relevant to specific skill de-
ficiencies in the Australian workforce 
could not practise because they could 
not get recognition.
By 1980, tertiary education had 
become a major source of overseas 
income, second only to BHP, as the 
cloisters of our universities were 
thrown open to fee-paying students 
from overseas, creating addictive 
rivers of gold. The University of Tas-
mania purchased or built a multitude 
of student accommodation in and 
around Hobart as part of its presently 
paused plans to relocate its main 
campus from Sandy Bay. Universi-
ties and the mushrooming providers 
of qualifications at lower levels have 
become migration gatekeepers.
And then there are the backpack-
ers, essential to the picking and 
packing of fruit and the harvesting 
of vegetables, a workforce currently 
in exploited thrall to the labour-hire 
companies. All of these arrivals re-
quired a roof over their heads.
Meanwhile in the construction area, 
the Howard government began using 
building regulations as a timid ac-
knowledgement of climate change. 
The stated intention was to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by mak-
ing houses cooler in summer and 
warmer in winter, reducing reliance 
on artificial heating and cooling. 

A few years ago, the ABC ran a 
satirical program on bureaucracy 
called Utopia. One episode dwelt 
on the yawning gulf between the 
people framing regulations and the 
unfortunate individuals navigating 
them. For over a decade we have 
been hearing that Australia does not 
have enough houses to buy or to 
rent, to the point that, unless workers 
can find accommodation adjacent to 
offered employment, they are unable 
to relocate. Regional employers are 
having to find, provide or access ac-
commodation for the workers they 
may need to employ. 
Although it sometimes feels as though 
the housing crisis is a recent phenom-
enon, it has been building since John 
Howard was prime minister. 
It is a classic case of the unintended 
consequence: building a house 
has become more regulated, whilst 
restrictions on migration were eased. 
It became easier to increase the 
population rather than build houses 
for it. But neither of the major par-
ties in government had the breadth 
of vision necessary to perceive that 
these two policy icebergs were on a 
collision course, much less conceive 
of remedies. 
New arrivals needed housing at pre-
cisely the same time that Australia’s 
National Construction Code was 
accreting additions and amendments 
faster than a moored boat collects 
barnacles. It is worth noting that 
Australia’s code runs to 2,000 pages. 
New Zealand’s is 80 pages.
Australian trades and professions are   continued page 7

DUMMY

Build it, for they have come


