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Council adopts
Cygnet Plan

Huon Valley Council has adopted the Cygnet
Township Structure Plan, a 20-year vision for
the town, following community input.

More than 1,000 community members and
stakeholders had their say, including 711
adults — around 40% of Cygnet ratepayers —
through drop-in sessions, surveys, workshops,
and written submissions.

That feedback painted a clear picture: people
want more affordable, diverse housing, safer
streets, better active transport, and a town that
keeps its village charm and heritage as it grows.
“People really turned out for this one and it
shows,” Huon Valley mayor Sally Doyle said. |
couldn’t be prouder of how engaged our com-
munity was, and | want fo say a genuine thank
you to everyone who contributed.”

According to Huon Valley Council, the plan,
prepared with Niche Planning Studio, sets a
vision for Cygnet as a thriving rural village
where community, culture and country stay front
and centre. The plan covers housing, getting
around, nature, heritage, local business, and
practical services like water, power and waste.
The council said it could now start moving on
priority actions within future budgets. It will
also be implemented through Local Provisions
Schedule amendments including specific area
plans, which will go through public exhibition
and Tasmanian Planning Commission review,
giving everyone another chance to have their
say.

“This is a great moment for Cygnet,” Mayor
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The Ida Bay Railway is a step closer to reopening
after the Office of the National Rail Safety Regula-
tor approved ifs rail-safety accreditation.

Stage 1 accreditation covers the restoration of the
section of the railway around the workshop and

down to the Lune River Road crossing.
The Ida Bay Railway Preservation Society said it
planned to run works trains and driver training

W ontinued page 6

Health centre application submitted

The development application for stage 2 of the
$30 million expansion of the Kingston Com-
munity Health Centre has been submitted to
Kingborough Council.

The centre aims to provide more convenient
and coordinated care by bringing services
together under one roof, including maternity

care, breast screening, child health, parenting
support, paediatric outpatients, youth services,
and child and youth mental health services.

Minister for health, mental health and
wellbeing, Bridget Archer, said the proposed
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What's on

Strange but true

GENERAL

Amnesty Southern monthly
meeting 5pm, Bridge Cottage, 1st
Monday of the month. 0468 438 172
Bruny Island Quarantine
Station 816 Killora Rd, North Bruny
0436 946 001

Community Shed West Winds
Community Centre, enquiries

6267 4713

Cygnet Community Arts Council
Gai 6295 0032 or Facebook page
Cygnet Gallery 9 Mary St. 10am-
4pm, daily for local arts & crafts.
Cygnet Living History Museum
37 Mary St. Open most days 11am-
2pm. 6202 9713 and cygnetmu-
seum@clhm.org

Cygnet Riding Club Play Day 2nd
weekend of the month. Instruction day
4th weekend of the month.
cygnet.riding.club@gmail.com
Dementia Friendly Tasmania
runs events for people living with
dementia. dftasmania@gmail.com
or Anne Jones 0432 180 146

Gym Class at West Winds

Mon, Wed, Fri 9-10am & 6-7pm.
6267 4713

Huonville Men's Shed
9am-2pm, Wed to Fri.

Kym 0458 969 562

Kingston Croquet Club — social
croguet — Beginners welcome. 0405
181121 and kingstoncroguetclub@
gmail.com

Living Boat Trust Community
dinner Mon 6.30pm. Men’s Shed Tue
10am. 0497 786 572

Online Access Centre 10am-4pm
Mon to Thurs, West Winds Community
(entre. 6267 4713

Port Cygnet Land and Water
Care Eng. 0429 868 833

Port Cygnet Mens Shed
10am-2pm, Mon to Fri.

Bob 0413 319 895

Soft Fit Classes at West Winds
Mon, Wed, Fri 11.30am-12.30pm

St Ayles Skiff Rowing most days,
Cygnet. Keith 0427 467 225

U3A Cygnet
membership@cygnet.au

West Winds Op Shop

Tues, Wed, Thurs, 10am-2pm.

Fri 10am-2pm. Woodbridge.
Wombats Childcare

Mon to Thurs 8.30am-3.30pm, West
Winds, Woodbridge, school terms
only. 6267 4713

YOGA Cygnet. Ph 0400 910 668
MONDAY

Craft Chat Group 100m-12pm,
West Winds, Woodbridge. 6267 4713
Cub Scouts (8-11yrs) 5-6.30pm,
Burtons Reserve, Cygnet. 0466 279 134
Cygnet Singers Choir Cygnet
Sports Centre 7.15-9pm, Amanda.
0418121147

Badminton 11am, Cygnet Sports
Centre. 6264 0370
Games(general) & mah jong
alternating weekly. GeCo, Geeveston.
12pm. 0437 050 746.

Geeveston Hartz Girl Guides
(114) 5-7pm during term time.
0400 908 412

Geeveston Platypus Girl
Guides (7-10yrs) 3.15-4.45pm,
during term time. 0400 908 412
Joey Scouts (5-8yrs) 3.45-4.45pm,
Burtons Reserve, Cygnet. 0466 279 134
Kingborough Women's Club
Needlework 10am-12pm,

34 Ewing Ave Kingston Beach.

6286 8206

Mah Jong Monday Huon Valley
Hub, 23 Main Street Huonville,

10.30am-2pm. 6264 0300

Seniors Strength for Life

3 classes: 8,9,10am, Huonville.

Pls phone Julie 0409 430 141

Tai Chi/Qigong 9.30-11am. Cygnet
Supper Room. Sylvie 0487 589 844
Cygnet U3A Book Club 1.30-4pm,
Last Mon of mth. Lyn 0477 550 171
Woolcraft Spinning Group

Ist & 3rd Mon. 9am-12.30pm Cygnet
Health Centre. Anne 0419 559 532
Yoga at Kettering 10-11.30am.
Janice 0401 253 139

TUESDAY

ALP Huon Branch 2nd Tuesday
7pm, Huonville. 0419 585 369

Art Group 10am-1pm, Huonville
Library, 1 Skinner Dr. 6121 7010
Badminton 7-9pm, Cygnet Sports
(entre. 6264 0370

The Cygnet Association Meetings
st Tues. See www.cygnet.org.au
Cygnet Choir 6.30-8pm, Cygnet
Town Hall. Rose 0403 918 404
Dover Devils Soccer Club
(kinder-grade 6) 4-5pm, Jim Casey
Oval, Dover. www.facebook/dover-
devils, doverdevilsinc@gmail.com
Gitls Group Gym Classes at
West Winds 5-6pm. 6267 4713
Lions Club of Huon 2nd & 4th
Tues, 7pm, Huonville Ex-Services Club.
Kent 0419793 314

Mah Jong Cygnet 12-4pm. Be-
ginners most welcome. Eng. 6-7pm:
0437 050 746 or email: bekkema.
tas@gmail.com

Pickleball 3.30-5.30pm, Cygnet
Sports Centre. 6264 0370

Rock“n’ Rhyme 11.30am, Cyg Library
Rotary Club Huon Valley Tst and
3rd Tues, 6.30pm, Huonville Bowls
Club. Wayne 0431171 508
Storytime 11.30am, Cygnet Library
Tai Chi/Qigong at West Winds
10am-11.30am. Sylvie 0487 589 844
The Roses Craft Group

10am, Cygnet Bowls Club. Ph Anna on
0421814 988

Uthando Project Making dolls for
Lulu children. 11am-3pm. Uniting
Church, Mary St, Cygnet. 6295 1953
U3A Cygnet Creative Writing
10am-12pm. David 6295 0518

U3A Cygnet Play Reading Group
1.30-4pm. Catriona 6297 8240
WEDNESDAY

Cygnet Area Concert Band
Beginners 3-3.40pm. Senior band
4-5.30pm, general purpose room
Cygnet Primary Sch. 0459 041 762
Cygnet Branch Pensioners
Association 1st Wed, 1.30-
3.30pm, The Enjoy Church.

0437 489771

Cygnet Sew-cials 12pm-4pm,
front room, Comm Hith Ctr Cygnet.
cygnet.sewcials@gmail.com
Cygnet U3A Smorgashord of
Talks 10am-12.15pm.
secrefary@cygnet.au

Huon Explorer Guides

10-14yrs, 4-6pm, Huonville Guide
Hall. 6266 4283

Huon River Guides 5-10yrs,
3.30-5.30pm, Huonville Guide Hall.
6266 4283

Huon Valley Concert Band
7pm, Huonville Community Church.
0429 868 833

Kingborough Women’s Club
Mahjong 10.15am, 34 Ewing Ave,
Kingston Beach (Kingston Beach Oval),
beginners welcome. 6267 4842
Lions Club of Port Cygnet 1t & 3rd
Wednesday, 6.30pm, Top Pub, Cygnet
Men’s soccer 7-9pm,

Cygnet Sports Centre. 6264 0370

Rollerskating 4-6pm, Cygnet
Sports Centre. 6264 0370
Woodbridge & Channel
District Probus Club 2nd Wed
10am-12pm, West Winds Community
(entre. 6267 4713

Women's soccer (social) 6-7pm,
Cygnet Sports Centre. 6264 0370
THURSDAY

Alcoholics Anonymous 6.30pm,
Huon Anglican Connect Centre, Wilmot
Rd, Huonville

Cygnet Chess Club 5pm, Swan
Room, Cygnet Hotel. Social games/
beginners welcome.

Cygnet Community Craft Group
11am-4pm, 8 Mary St. 6295 1953
Cygnet U3A Garden & Gourmet
10am-12pm. Elaine 0427 172 179
Cygnet CWA Cakes and Crafts
Shop/Food for the Community
10am-2pm, Bridge Cottage, Burtons
Reserve, Cygnet. Kath 0419 582 390.
Dover Community Workshop
10am-2pm Old Fire Station

David 0403 350 524

Food for Community Veggie-rich
meals. Cygnet CWA Shop. 10am-2pm;
Cygnet Unifing Church 12pm-1.30pm.
Kettering Community Assoc
19 Thu of mth. 7pm. Kettering
Community Hall.

Netball Cygnet Sports Centre, 6pm.
Ph 6264 0370

Scouts (11-15 yr olds) 6-8pm &
Venturers (15-18 yr olds), 6.30-
8.30pm Burtons Reserve, Cygnet.
0466279134

Seniors Strength for Life

3 clusses: 8,9,10am, Huonville.

Pls phone Julie 0409 430 141
Games Day (all type of games)
12.30pm-4pm. Eng. 6-7pm:

0437 050 746 or email:
bekkema.tos@gmail.com

Table Tennis 10am, Cygnet Sports
(entre. 6264 0370

ERIDAY

Cygnet Motorcyclists 9.30am
coffee and ride, Old Bank Cafe
Friends of the Kingston

Library Book Sale st and 3rd Fri,
10am-12pm, Kingston Library

Live Blues lust Fri/month, 7pm

(@ Geeveston Ex-Services Club,
LightwoodBottomBluesClub.com
Parlons Francais! 10am-12pm,
term time, Huonville Library.
61217010

SATURDAY

Geeveston Community Grows
Community garden social day. 2nd
Saturday of the month, 11.30am.
linkir.ee/geevestoncommunitygrows
North West Bay Garden Club
Tst Saturday, 2pm. Eng 0458 672 202
Seventh-day Adventist, Crescent
Drive, Margate. 9.30am Bible Study;
1Tam Worship Service

Van Diemen Fencing Club
(ages 12+) 10am-1pm, Tarremah
Steiner School Hall (school terms only)
Voices of Franklin Democracy
group. Huonville & Kingston Libraries.
Book via www.voicesoffranklin.org.
Writers Group 1st & 3rd Saturday,
10am-12pm Huonville Library.
61217010

SUNDAY

Crop Swap (Far South Food
Resilience) Tst Sun, 10am-12pm,
Port Esperence Sailing Club, Dover
Margate Garden Club lost Sun
mth outings. Anne 6267 2152
Worship Service 10am, St Mark's
Anglican Church, Cygnet.

Red-vested penguin suits

Chile is home to the largest concentration in
the world of Humboldt penguins, a vulner-
able species of mid-sized penguin. The El
Nifio weather phenomenon, which brings
unusually warm waters to parts of the Pacific
Ocean, is making the cold-water fish they
rely on harder to find, and commercial fish-
ing is adding to the pressure. The little birds
are being forced to travel much greater
distances for food, exposing them to more
injuries on their extended journeys. Wildlife
clinics across Chile are regularly receiving
distressed penguins stranded along Chile’s
coast, says Tomds Pifio, a veterinarian who
runs Conservacién Humboldt, a non-profit
that rehabilitates injured marine animals in
the country’s north. Treating those injuries
can be tricky. Penguins often twist their long
necks to peck at gashes and pull out their
own stitches, Pifio said. They are fitted wtih
red vests to prevent them from doing that
during their recovery. Copper and zinc are
also woven into the fabric. The copper in-
hibits the growth of bacteria and fungi while
the zinc also stimulates the formation of new
blood vessels, helping damaged fissue heal
more quickly. Fashion and function in one.

Mini Mozarts stolen

Earlier this year, Salzburg, the birthplace of
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, the famous
classical composer, celebrated the 270"
anniversary of his birth. The Mozarteum
Foundation commissioned the conceptual
artist Ottmar Hérl, well known for installa-
tions made up of large numbers of identical
figures depicting famous personalities. He
installed 320 50cm, gold-coloured statu-
eftes of the composer with his dog Pimperl
in the city’s Mirabell Garden and several
other Mozart-related sites around the city
in a whimsical homage to the composer.
Unfortunately, the figures were so appeal-
ing that people started to take them home.
Indeed, 210 of them were purloined before
the displays had to be shut down. Perhaps
the artist should have seen it coming:
a previous display of his in Bayreuth suf-
fered a similar fate when 100 figures of
composer Richard Wagner disappeared.
One for the Guiness Book of
Records?

Two trailer truckloads of the famous
Guiness stout, valued at £115,000
($215,000) were stolen from a depot
near Liverpool in northwest England, the
Cheshire Constabulary said recently. The
brew was snatched overnight by two driv-
ers who pulled up to an industrial park
in Runcorn and brazenly hauled away
the trailers containing about 800 barrels
(about 70,000 pints) of stout.

Bon mot

“A pint of stout and a piece of bread and
cheese is a luxury which no prince can com-
mand.” — William Makepeace Thackeray,
novelist, UK
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Water quality under the spotlight

Huon Valley Council recently pro-
claimed a clean bill of health for
local waterways, however other
stakeholders have lobbied for bet-
ter public information.

Huon Valley Council published its
Recreational Water Quality Report
2025-26 at the end of August,
which showed Huon Valley natu-
ral swimming areas have again
returned consistently compliant
results, continuing a clean run
stretching back six years.
However, the independent member
for Huon, Clare Glade-Wright
MLC, succeeded in having a
motion passed by the Legislative
Council on 1 September calling on
the Tasmanian government to work
with TasWater, EPA Tasmania, the
Department of Health and councils
to consider rolling out near-real-
time monitoring and alerts for sew-
age bypass events.

The motion follows Environment
Tasmania’s release of an interac-
tive map highlighting “the sewage
pollution crisis across Tasmania”.
Environment Tasmania’s ‘Map the
Crap’ site displays sewage bypass
events across the state in 2024-25.
These included events at Ranelagh,

where it said 176,000 litres of

under-treated sewage was released
into the Huon River; Geeveston,
where 13,067,000 litres of under-
treated sewage was released into
the Kermandie River; and Dover,
where 3,274,000 litres of under-
treated sewage was released into
Port Esperance Bay.

On 5 September, a Bruny Island
oyster farm owner, who said she
received automated updates due
to her business, warned locals on
social media of spills at Silverwater
Park in Woodbridge and at Cygnet.
In contrast, given what it called
the “strength and consistency of
results over the past six years”,
Huon Valley Council said it would
write to the Director of Public
Health proposing a reduced sam-
pling program from the 2026-27
season, while retaining monitoring
at every current site and stepping
up sampling wherever a non-
compliant result occurs. It said
the steps would save ratepayers’
money while continuing fo ensure
any issues were identified.

The council reminded residents
that it is best to avoid swimming
for up to three days after significant
rainfall, when water quality can
temporarily drop due to runoff. The

council’s testing relates specifically
to recreational water quality — that
is, safety for swimming and similar
activities — and does not relate to
drinking water quality or water
quality for fishing purposes.
However, Ms Glade-Wright
said the public expected real-
time updates.

“We already accept the principle of
real-time warnings in other areas
of public safety,” she said.

“When there is a bushfire, people
expect a warning. When there is
a flood, people expect a warn-
ing. When there is a health risk
in the water, people should be
warned too.

“| recognise that notifiable spills
are already reported to the EPA and
that councils are nofified through
the existing process. However,
providing real-time monitoring
data from treatment plants through
an app would give water users
immediate access to information,
allowing them to make informed
decisions before entering the water.
“The motion does not pretend
that monitoring alone will fix old
pipes and aging treatment plants,
but it will give Tasmanians the
information they need to protect

Council adopts Gygnet Plan

From front page =24

Doyle said. “It gives everyone
— residents, landowners, local
businesses — a clearer sense of
where things are heading, while
protecting what makes this town
so special.”

The council said the plan was part
of its commitment to thoughtful

growth across the Valley, follow-
ing the Huonville Residential and
Commercial Precinct Structure
Plan and Rural Living Densification
Study. It said it would next prioritise
its Huonville Reimagined stragegy,
working towards business cases
and master plans for key precincts.
The Cygnet Township Structure Plan
is available on the council’s website
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Ukulele and Guitar Charity Concert e Hobar Gear Seciety
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TICKETS $10

ALL PROCEEDS TO HELFING HANDS W

BOOK ONLINE NOW:

https://events.humanitix.com/

strings-together-ukulele-and-guitar-charity-concert

W

under Development>Strategic
Planning.

A comprehensive comments and
responses document showing how
each piece of community feedback
was considered in the final docu-
ment will also be available in the
coming weeks.

Huon VavLey COUNGIL MEDIA RELEASE

themselves, while longer-term in-
frastructure work continues.”

In 2025, TasWater moved to raise
fees and charges by 8.8% each
year for four years, but was refused
by the regulator, which agreed to
average annual increases of up to
5.7% for the next four years. Tas-
Water said this would delay some
work on inadequate infrastructure.
Huon Valley Council’s full Rec-
reational Water Quality Report
2025-26 can be accessed via
the relevant media release on the
council’s news and events page.

THE CLASSIFIEDS

ADVERTISEMENT

(ur Valley.
Qur Fualure.

by

EXPERIENCED.
INDEPENDENT.

AUTHORIZED BY PAUL SUTTON
27198 LYMINGTON RD, LYMINGTON TAS T109

Email your advert,
article, letter

or query to the
Classifieds at:

editor@southbus.com.au
\_ J

Market & Comunitg’ Event

20 Sept 10am - 2pm
Valley Campground, Crabtree
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The nature on
your doorstep

How well do you know the plants,
birds and wildlife living in your
local area?

Discover the nature on your door-
step. Come along for a relaxed,
hands-on introduction to local
biodiversity at West Winds Com-
munity Centre in Woodbridge.
Learn simple ways to identify the
plants and animals around you,
discover what makes a healthy
habitat, and pick up practical ideas
for making your own backyard or
garden more welcoming to native
wildlife.

You'll leave with new ways to ex-
plore, notice and connect with the
natural world around you.

This session is part of the Growing
Connections Series promoting na-
ture, wellbeing, practical skills and
sustainable living at West Winds.
BJ, Kingborough Council’s natural
areas interpretation officer, will be
your workshop facilitator.

The session takes place on
Wednesday 30 September from
Tpm to 2.30pm. It is suitable for
ages 12 and over.

Tickets are $5 plus booking fee
and can be reserved via Eventbrite.
Bookings are essential.

For more information, contact
West Winds Community Centre
on 6267 4713 or westwinds@
westwinds.org.au.

West Winos Communimy CENTRE

The Hen House

NOW STOCKING
GARDEN

PRODUCTS

**CLOSED TUESDAYS
& SATURDAYS**

(D Organic chook pellets

O All-natural dog biscuits
made in Tasmania

e —
o

o Laying hens available

Mon, Wed-Fri: 9am - 5pm
9am - 12pm

Closed Tuesdays, Saturdays,
Sundays & public holidays

7004 Channel Hwy, Gardners Bay,
via Jacinda Drive

Ph 0402 222 966
EFTPOS AVAILABLE

Garden club thrives at new Margate venue

The recently formed North West
Bay Garden Club has a new home
at One Way Church in Margate on
Endeavour Avenue off Beach Road.
Helen Lindsay, club president and
southern Tasmania’s zone coor-
dinator of Garden Clubs of Aus-
tralia, said she was thrilled with
the attendance and enthusiasm of
members, with numbers growing
each meeting.

“We have had the usual pruning
workshops, plus guest speakers
such as the well-known landscape
architect Lindsay Campbell and
the Tasmanian representative of
Therapeutic Horticulture Australia,
Mandy Agrawal. This month we are
travelling to Ranelagh to pat and
brush some Highland cows and
observe Julie’s poly tunnel.”

The North West Bay Garden Club
is also the host club for the Garden
Clubs of Australia Convention in
southern Tasmania in 2027. This will
be the first time the convention is held
in Tasmania, and already mainland
garden clubs are expressing an

interest in visiting.

The North West Bay Garden Club
meets on Saturday afternoon. One
Way Church provides a level-access
meeting room surrounded by easily
accessible gardens and plenty of
parking. The club acknowledges the
Channel Museum, which previously
provided a venue, and thanks them
for their hospitality, which enabled
the club to get started.

Helen says the trend throughout Aus-
tralia is for garden clubs to merge
as numbers decline with age, but
Kingston District Garden Club has
104 members and South Channel
the same.

“There are three community gardens
in the Kingborough area that are
well attended so adding the North
West Bay Garden Club to service
our growing population is exciting
and supports a sustainable lifestyle.”
Helen encourages community inter-
action between garden clubs.

“The Garden Clubs of Australia
motto is ‘Friendship through
Gardens’,” she says.

The popular Madame Butterflies
Flower Show will this year be at
the Margate Hall on Saturday 17
October from 12.30pm to 4pm.
It has previously been held at the
Kingston Beach Hall and Kingbor-
ough Community Hub, and organ-
isers hope that moving the venue
around Kingborough will encourage
a wider range of exhibitors, stall
holders and patrons.

The North West Bay Garden Club
will hold a huge container and book
sale on 4 October for any bargain
hunters. Expect garden and floral
art books, vases, baskets, plaited
flax, plants and accessories — a fos-
sicker’s delight.

Whether you have a pot plant on
your veranda or live on acreage,
you are welcome to join the North
West Bay Garden Club. Message
the Facebook group for defails or
send them your email to subscribe
to their monthly newsletter.

Heten Linpsay

President, North West Bay
Garden Club

Have your say on arts in Kinghorough

Kingborough Council is inviting
residents to have their say on art
in the municipality, with a new
community consultation survey
now open.

Acting mayor Christian Street
said the survey will help inform
the council’s Community Services
Strategy and ensure it reflects the
interests, aspirations and needs of
the Kingborough community.

“Art plays an important role in
bringing people together, celebrat-
ing creativity and enriching com-
munity life,” Cr Street said.
“Kingborough is home to a vibrant
and diverse arts community, and
we want to better understand how
people engage with arts activities
and what opportunities they would
like to see in the future.

“This survey will help identify what

is working well, where there may
be gaps, and how the council
can support arts and creative
opportunities that are accessible,
meaningful and valued by the
community.

“Community input is essential to
shaping a strategy that delivers
real outcomes.

“We're keen to hear from artists,
arts organisations, participants
and residents who enjoy art, as well
as those who may face barriers to
getting involved.

“This feedback will help guide the
council’s future planning, pro-
grams and advocacy, ensuring art
continues to thrive in Kingborough.
“Whether you regularly attend
events, create art yourself, or
simply value the role arts play in

our community, | encourage you
to take a few minutes to have your
say,” Cr Street said.

The survey’s launch coincides with
the opening of the Kingborough
Art Prize Exhibition and sale, which
will be held at the Kingborough
Community Hub on Thursday 17
September, with the official open-
ing event on Friday 18 September
from 5pm.

The survey is available online
at www.surveymonkey.com/
r/837WST8.

Paper copies are available from
the Kingborough Council Civic
Centre, Kingborough Community
Hub and local community centres.
The Kingborough arts survey closes
on Friday 23 October.

KinGBOROUGH COUNCIL MEDIA RELEASE

TREE GLIDER
A

HABITAT CARVING AND INSTALLATION

TREE MAINTENANCE
TREE REMOVAL
TREE CONSULTING AND REPORTS

0456 619 702

greg@treeglider.com.au
www.treeglider.com.au

(" )

=)

Email your advert or query
to the Classifieds at:

editor@southbus.com.au
\ J
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Workshops to demystify Al for business

Do you want to use Al in your busi-
ness, but don’t know how, or want
to take it to the next level?
Business South will host free Al
workshops in Huonville and King-
ston for business owners and
would-be owners.

Workshop 1 Al Unpacked: An
Introduction to Generative Al
for Small Business

Wednesday 30 September, 5.30pm
to 7pm — Jacaranda Room, King-
ston Hoftel

Wednesday 14 October, 5.30pm
to 7pm — Huonville Bowls Club

What exactly is Generative Al
How does it work — and is it
something you actually need to
know about?

This session breaks it all down

in plain English. Whether you're
curious, cautious, or just trying
to keep up with the conversation,
your hosts will help you make
sense of the tech that everyone’s
talking about.

This workshop will explore:

*  What Generative Al is (and
what it isn't)

¢ Common myths and miscon-
ceptions

* How it's already being used
in business (even if you don't
realise if)

¢ The risks and responsibilities
of using Al

¢ What to consider before in-
troducing it to your business
or team.

By the end, you'll have a clearer
picture of how this fast-moving
technology fits into the small
business landscape — and where
it might (or might not) fit for you.
Workshop 2 Al in Action: Ap-
plying Generative Al in Your
Business

Wednesday 28 October, 5.30pm
to 7pm — Jacaranda Room, King-
ston Hotel

Wednesday 4 November, 5.30pm
to 7pm — Huonville Bowls Club
So, you've heard of Al tools like
ChatGPT - but how do they actu-
ally help with the day-to-day of
business?

This practical session is all about
taking the next step. This workshop
will examine where Al can genu-

Crahiree market welcomes spring

Now in its fourth year and grow-
ing in popularity, Crabtree Crop
and Crafts is a relaxed, informal
market and community event set
in a tree-lined, park-like sefting
alongside the rivulet at Valley
Campground, in the quiet hamlet
of Crabtree.

The next event is on Sunday 20
September, from 10am to 2pm.
It will feature a growing range
of artisan and produce sellers,
food and drink options, and fun
enfertainment.

Visitors can enter the raffle —
drawn at 1.30pm —to win a prize
hamper donated by stallholders.
The theme will be ‘spring’, so
come with flowers in your hair if
you dare.

“It's a lovely, friendly atmosphere
where you can while away a

couple of hours with the family,”
says Sally, who runs the Valley
Campground.

“We always try to include some-
thing a bit different, and have
hosted a biochar workshop, a
three-legged race for kids and
adults, waterbug-spotting, prize
vegetables/fruits, circus activi-
ties and stalls on food waste and
wildlife conservation.”

There is plenty of space for kids
to run around away from traf-
fic, while the adults relax and
chat. Friendly dogs on leads are
welcome. Parking arrangements
are being improved to ensure a
stress-free experience as the event
grows. The market is accessible to
all ages and abilities, and there
are toilets on site.

The seasonal event runs four times

KINGSTON BEACH HEALTH CENTRE

2 Recreation Street, Kingston Beach / Ph 6229 9844

[Kingston Beach Health Centre provides
the following Allied Health Services

Podiatry ® Chiropractic Therapy
¢ Clinical Psychology ®* Massage Therapy
* Dietetics ® Diabetes Education * Audiology
For details or to arrange an appointment

Phone 6 220 0 8 4 4 or visit our website www.kbhc.com.au

Consulting space available for [ease

a year, with upcoming dates on
15 November, 21 February and
18 April.

Given Crabtree’s location in the
north of the Huon Valley, visitors
can combine a visit o the market
with a trip to another of the Huon's
many attractions and make a
day of it.

Stallholders, buskers and musi-
cians interested in taking part are
invited to get in fouch —it’s free for
everyone. Organisers encourage
small-scale makers and growers,
who may not have attended a
market before to come along and
give it a go.

Contact Sally or Jenny at Crabtree
Crop and Crafts via Facebook
Messenger, or call or text 0419

403 467.
JENNY CAMBERS-SMITH

inely save you time and effort, and

walk through simple, real-world

examples you can try for yourself.

You'll learn:

*  Real-world use cases tailored
to small business

*  How to use tools like Chat-
GPT and Microsoft Copilot

*  Simple Al hacks for market-
ing, admin and more

* How to create prompts that
actually get good results

*  What risks to be aware of —
and how to manage them.

Light refreshments will be provided.

Book via Humanitix. If you can

no longer attend, please advise

organisers as soon as possible.

Business SoutH

PODIATRY

Kingston Beach
Health Centre
DANIEL LEWIS

DAVID WEBBY
TRACY MCMENAMIN

All aspects of foot care:

« Orthotics | * Diabetic
. assessment
« Nail care

* Heel pain
* Corns (plantar fasciitis)
| —————————— |
Appointments
available

Phone 6229 9844

Book online
www.daniellewispodiatry.com

or visit Kingston Beach
Health Centre,
2 Recreation Street

& Advertise 6295 1708

Registered Tax Agent
IPA Public Practice Member
Kettering, TAS

kerry@oswantax.com

www.oswantax.com

Tax Accountant

»  Tax Return preparation

» BAS and business compliance

» Accounting and bookkeeping

» Professional, friendly, personal pusLic
ACCOUNTANTS’
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From front page =24

expansion at the Kingston Park site
would increase the capacity and
scope of services available to the
community.

“This expansion will create pur-
pose-built spaces to support
a broader range of high-quality,
community-based healthcare ser-
vices for people of all ages,”
Minister Archer said.

“The design has been informed
by engagement with clinical staff,
health consumers, stakeholders,
and the local community, including
recent community drop-in sessions
at the health centre and Kingston
Community Hub.

“The feedback received has helped
shape a welcoming, accessible
and family-focused centre that
will make it easier for people to
access the care they need, when
they need it.”

The expanded facility will include
three dedicated precincts: a
children, women and family
precinct; an oral health and
audiology precinct, and an adult
health precinct.

New and expanded services, in-
cluding a breast screen unit, renal
dialysis unit, and an audiology
unit, will support early detection
and intervention, helping to im-
prove long-term health outcomes
for the community.

Construction will begin following
Kingborough Council approval
and final project approvals.

For more information about the
Kingston Community Health Cen-
tre expansion, visit the Department
of Health website.

IMINISTER FOR HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH
AND WELLBEING MEDIA RELEASE

Alive & Well

Suicide prevention
& mental health
rural support

1800 RAW TAS
(1800 729 827)

Fresh hope for Ida Bay Railway

From front page =24

trains on the first 2km of the 7km
track as it works towards reopening
the whole railway to the public in a
few years's time.

However, the society cannot operate
the locomotives and rolling stock as
yet after its accreditation feam found
there had been considerable change
to the systems requirements for safe
operation and management of herit-
age railways.

The society said it would implement
the approved management system,
gear up to restore the initial section of
track, and recommission a working
set of rolling stock fo support training
and track reconstruction.

“At the moment, the only part of the
railway we've got the licence for
from [Tasmania Parks and Wildlife
Service], who are the custodians of
the railway on behalf of the state
government, is the area west of the
highway,” the society’s treasurer
James Shugg told the Mercury.
“The condition for them fo give us
the rest of the track was to get ac-
creditation and to get public liabil-
ity insurance — now we've got both
of those.”

The society will work on assessing the
track and extending its accreditation
in stages fowards Deep Hole, as well
as seeking a renewed, longer-term
licence to continue restoration.
“What's really been encouraging
is that ... I've had in the last cou-
ple of days messages from other
heritage railways around the state,
people that work at the West Coast
Wilderness Railway, people who
work with Wee Georgie Wood in
Tullah, people who worked at the
Don River Railway or volunteer,” Mr
Shugg said.

“All were very keen to come down
and help us ... it’s these people that
have got expertise in the tracks and
that's the beauty of it for us —we don't
have to pay anyone.

“What's really good about the vol-
unteer model is that you use people
who have a passion for heritage rail
and you put it o work.

“We have the money and we know
we will get there eventually, but if we
have the right people on board, we
can get there faster.”

The Tasmanian government re-
claimed the railway following oper-
ating problems, including a 2018

derailment. It has remained closed
since then.

The Ida Bay Railway is the last re-
maining bush tramway in Australia,
and the country’s most southerly.

It was born in around 1919, when
an abandoned timber tramway of the
Lune River sawmill was improved and
extended to transport limestone from
Marble Hill just south of Hastings
Cave to a jetty at Brick Point, Ida Bay.
The railway became a busy and vital
employer in a growing community.
The line was later extended to Deep
Hole just outside the Southport Nar-
rows to allow shipping by deeper
draft vessels.

After industrial operations ended
in 1975, the Far South community
campaigned to keep the railway op-
erating. It was bought by the Tasma-
nian government and has since been
owned by the people of Tasmania.
The tramway was converted to a
tourist aftraction in 1977, and ran
as a narrow-gauge tourist railway
leased from the government.

The full two-hour round trip provided
a unique scenic and historic experi-
ence for visitors.

THe CLASSIFIEDS

Opinion

From back page -2

the Howard government began
using building regulations as a
timid acknowledgement of climate
change. The stated intention was to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions
by making houses cooler in sum-
mer and warmer in winter, reduc-
ing reliance on artificial heating
and cooling.

Up to this point there had been
a patchwork of state and local
government regulations, in re-
sponse to which, the national
construction code was launched,
and builders and their clients bore
the brunt of a code designed to
regulate all and satisfy none. The
growth in the amount and complex-
ity of building regulations was not
a single event but a compounding
series of well-meant measures by
both sides of politics that nobody
connected to the cost of building
a house. Another fail for contem-
porary politics.

Adding to this was the simultaneous
growth of land use zoning and
planning regulations at the state
level, with no connection to
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national housing supply needs or
construction feasibility.

On top of that was progressive
deregulation over temporary mi-
gration, which has resulted in
2,807,322 temporary migrants cur-
rently living in Australia — a million
more than five years ago — while
construction productivity and the
size of the construction workforce
have sunk to record lows.

That's how we got to where we are,
with an apparent shortage of acces-
sible housing. Housing specialist
Michael Matusik esimates that Aus-
tralia has roughly 13 million empty
bedrooms both in already-occupied
homes and empty housing stock.
Data from the Australian Bureau
of Statistics shows that over 75% of
households have more rooms than
needed, largely driven by older
owners living in large family houses.
Additionally, past census counts
recorded over a million entirely
unoccupied private dwellings.

At long last some countermeasures
are being proposed. If the aim is to
enable people to get a roof over
their heads, then we need to re-
frame our notion of what is essential

in a dwelling.

Streamlining housing construction
involves cutting red tape in planning
approvals, modernising building
codes, and using modern building
methods like prefabrication and
Al-assisted assessments to lower
costs and speed project delivery.
We need fast-tracking for approv-
als by digitising and coordinating
local planning pathways to remove
delays caused by fragmented and
expensive council processes. We
need to implement modern meth-
ods of construction, expanding the
use of modular, prefabricated, and
flat-pack components to reduce
reliance on here-today-gone-to-
morrow, on-site subcontractors.
We need to be able to stimulate
the provision of infrastructure by
directing targeted funding towards
it: local roads, power, drainage and
access to make development-ready
land available faster. We know what
we need.

What is lacking is the political will
to deliver it.

Jomn Feving I
fleming@southbus.com.au



LOCAL GOURMET PRODUCTS
Bruny Island Cheeses,
BISH smoked Atlantic

salmon & trout.

Fresh oysters delivered daily.

Cygnetsmoked ham & bacon.

Grassfed beef&lamb products.

Free range chicken breast
& thigh cuts.
New local organic beef.
Beef & pork sausages.
Delivered daily, fresh
sourdough breads.
Great selection
of local Tasmanian wines,
ciders & honey beers.
Ye Olde Oyster Cove Store
OPEN EVERY DAY

OUTDOOR GARDEN

PRODUCTS
Plants & seedlings.
Garden mulches — pea
straw & grass hay. Barley
straw. Mushroom compost.
Range of potting soils
& animal manures —
sheep, chicken & 3-in-1 mix.
Ye Olde Oyster Cove Store
OPEN EVERY DAY
7am - 7pm Ph 6267 4340

GUDDEN BUILDERS AND
EXCAVATIONS

Fully licensed builders.
Specialising in earthworks,
land clearing, roads, civil
works, GPS work, driveways,

CARPENTER
Specialising in decks,
cladding, framing, internal
fitouts, renovations and
much more. Ph ANH
Building 0406 748 626

house sites, house builds,
extensions, decks and more.
Excavators available in 5, 7,
14, and 20 t. D6 bulldozer,
10 yard tipper truck and
more. License number.

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION
Decks, Retaining Walls,
Paving, Fencing, Excavation.
Quality Local Work.
Mitch RYC 0431 856 901

LOCKSMITH
Mobile locksmith service
southern-based, residential,
commercial and automotive.

Competitive rates. Call lan:
0414 079 834

LICENSED BUILDER
AVAILABLE

Experienced with architectual
work and working with
owner builders. Timber
windows and doors and
solid timber joinery. Custom
concrete retaining walls,
slabs and benchtops.
Ph 0407 873 009

CC20400. Free quotes.
Ph Rohan 0400 682 099 or
Ronnie 0418 532 160
TASMANIAN LAND
MANAGEMENT

7am - 7pm Ph 6267 4340 TREEWISE
www.oystercovestore.com.au The E“ﬁnmg S'llfl;?cclflls‘-
ully qualifie
FRESH SPRING DEI.'IGHTS and insured Arborist.
New season, tree-ripened, Call Raz 0432 909 466
spray-free

apples & pears.
Fresh local purple garlic.
Fresh dug potatoes
(k/becs, D/creams,
K/Edwards, pink eyes.)
Fresh local veggies:
b/sprouts, broccolini,
English spinach, kale,
celeriac and Asian greens.
Fresh real free range eggs.
Also organic eggs.

Lots more...
d |
P o e REMEDIAL MASSAGE ADVERTISE
jams, chutney, relishes. THERAPIST IN THE CLASSIFIEDS

large range local honey
(unheated and manuka)
Ye Olde Oyster Cove Store
7am-7pm Ph 6267 4340
OPEN EVERY DAY

www.oystercovestore.com.au

CARPENTER
For all your building needs.
Decks, renos, repairs, etc.
Free quotes.
Ph Warren 0427 442 042

PAINTER
No job too small
Phone Peter: 0417 302 739

Specialising in:
Weed ID and Control
Property Improvement

Bushfire Mitigation
Facebook: Tasmanian Land

Management
Call Tracey: 0409 331 437
Call Jason: 0423 728 852

OLD VIDEO TAPE TRANSFERS
We digitise old tapes & reels
to MPEG4 from $30.
Bulk discounts.

Call Duff TV 0413 139 599
or go to www.dufftv.com.au

Email: info@tlmtas.net
www.tlmtas.net

HEAT PUMP INSTALLATION

THE FLUE PRO
WOODHEATING SERVICES

Chimney and flue cleans.
Woodheater repairs.
Re-flues and installations.
Tasmanian made quality
parts. Sales of new heaters.
Qualified and insured.
Over 25 years experience.
Ph 0407 040 641
or 6239 3505

PLUMBER
General plumbing,
emergency repairs and
maintenance.

Hot water cylinders and
blocked drains.
Phone 0427 776 456

TRADE OR SERVICE?
To lodge your ad phone
6295 1708 or email
editor@southbus.com.au

Licensed airconditioning
mechanic. 30+ yrs’ exp.
Ph Nick 0447 514 044

MIND & BODY

Health Fund Rebates
Available. Experienced,
Professional Therapist

in Gardners Bay.
Radha 0439 834 409

Line ads from $10.50,
display ads from $23.50.
Your display ad designed for
you at no extra cost (proof
supplied for approval).

CHANNEL PC REPAIRS
Ph Dave 0437 177 651
www.channelpcrepairs.

HUON REMEDIAL MASSAGE

& BODYWORK
Health fund rebates
available. Call or txt / book
online @ 0488 001 434

huonremedial.com.au

A large, loyal, ongoing
readership which trusts

FOR DISPLAY ADS
5pm Mondays

FOR LINE ADS

4pm Tuesdays
To appear in the edition
published on Thursday of
the same week.
Classified line ads start at
$10.50 for up to 20 words.
Email editor@southbus.
com.au or Ph 6295 1708

LOOKING FOR YOUR
DREAM JOB?

In this all-ages family circus
show, Sam is going to try
every job they have ever

dreamed of!

Expect tumbling, juggling
and serious silliness!
Saturday 26/09, 6pm,
Cygnet Town Hall
Tickets at rooke.org.au

in our publication and its
advertisers.
Book via phone or email

“SHORELINE THE
THRESHOLD OF CHANGE"
Multi Arts installation
celebrating our southern
coastline. Cygnet Town
Hall Sept.19", 1.30 - 5.30.
Tickets: Humanitix.com

6295 1708
editor@southbus.com.au

e
HUON VALLEY In Lucaston. First session
APPLE MA.C REPA,IRS is FREE with morning tea.

MocBgoks, iMacs, iPads, Call Bec on 0426 290 210.
iPhones, etc. Certified meditation coach

20+ years’ experience.
Call Graham 0420321 113.
graham@#r3.com.au

and master teacher.

FOR DISPLAY ADS
5pm Mondays

FOR LINE ADS

ADVERTISE: 6295 1708

4pm Tuesdays

If your listing in What's On
on page 2 of the Classifieds
is no longer valid please
advise us as we have other
organisations wishing to list
their activity and we only
have a certain amount of
space available. Please call
the Classifieds on 6295
1708 or email cygtel@
southbus.com.au

MAKE THE CLASSIFIEDS

WORK FOR YOU

Advertising here and in the
Kingston Classifieds attracts
a discount.

Email editor@southbusc.
om.au or Ph 6295 1708 by
4pm Tuesdays to place your
advertisement or visit our
website at www.southbus.
com.au to lodge your ad.

SUDOKU 9x9

10 September 2026

This week’s puzzle

The numbers 1 to 9 must
appear in every row, column
& 3 x 3 box. Use logic to define
the answer, which will appear
in next week’s Classifieds.

8 6
4 2 9 1 8 Last issue’s solution
112 3 7
9 8 2|7 3|51 4
8 1 5 421|798
7 6 714
7/3 16 2
1 6 2|7 5 5 6 7 9 3 1
7 231 9|6
7 9|5 2
7 5 4 819 2|3 5
6 3|4 5 125|637|4

LOCAL WEATHER FORECAST

Friday - Mostly sunny 5/17°

Saturday {7~ Partly cloudy 3/20°

Sunday {*. Partly cloudy 6/22°

Monday o Shower or two 9/21°

Tuesday 7y Showers 8/13°

Weather forecast for Huonville from bom.gov.au on Wednesday morning
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Opinion

Build it, for they have come

A few years ago, the ABC ran a
satirical program on bureaucracy
called Utopia. One episode dwelt
on the yawning gulf between the
people framing regulations and the
unfortunate individuals navigating
them. For over a decade we have
been hearing that Australia does
not have enough houses to buy
or fo rent, to the point that, unless
workers can find accommodation
adjacent to offered employment,
they are unable to relocate. Re-
gional employers are having to find,
provide or access accommodation
for the workers they may need to
employ.

Although it sometimes feels as
though the housing crisis is a recent
phenomenon, it has been build-
ing since John Howard was prime
minister.

Itis a classic case of the unintended
consequence: the process of build-
ing a house has become more
closely and extensively regulated,
whilst restrictions on migration were
eased. It became harder to build a
house and easier to get a visa, to
increase the population rather than
build houses for it. But neither of the
maijor parties in government had the
breadth of vision necessary to per-
ceive that these two policy icebergs
were on a collision course, much
less conceive of remedies.

New arrivals needed housing at pre-
cisely the same time that Australia’s
National Construction Code was
accreting additions and amend-
ments faster than a moored boat
collects barnacles. It is worth noting

CRATERED

that Australia’s code runs to 2,000
pages. New Zealand’s is 80 pages.
Australian trades and professions
are notoriously protective of their
qualifications, especially in relation
to the recognition of qualifications
earned in other countries, to the
extent that migrants who had been
selected precisely because their
skills were relevant to specific skill
deficiencies in the Australian work-
force could not practise because
they could not get recognition.

By 1980, tertiary education had
become a major source of overseas
income, second only to BHP, as the
cloisters of our universities were
thrown open to fee-paying students
from overseas, creating addictive
rivers of gold. (I was a witness to
and unwilling participant in the
consequences but that is a story
for another day.) The University of
Tasmania purchased or built a mul-
titude of student accommodation
in and around Hobart as part of its
presently paused plans to relocate
its main campus from Sandy Bay.
Universities and the mushroom-
ing providers of qualifications at
lower levels have become migration
gatekeepers.

And then there are the backpack-
ers, essential to the picking and
packing of fruit and the harvesting
of vegetables, a workforce currently
in exploited thrall to the labour-hire
companies. All of these arrivals
required a roof over their heads.
Meanwhile in the construction area,

W ontinued page 6
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Event Diary September
10-21 Exhibition: Artists of the Huon Valley Collective — 10am-4pm, Salomanca Arts Centre

1
12
12
13
13
15
18
19
19
20

20
pi
5
26
2
9

9
30

30

Pop-up café for seniors: Neil the seal — 12pm-1pm, Kingborough Community Hub
Annual Peacekeepers Luncheon — 1.30pm, Gesveston Ex-Servicemen’s & Women's Club
Spring in the Valley Bush Dance — doors 6pm, dance 6.30pm-9pm, Cygnet Town Hall
Strings Together ukulele and guitar charity concert— 2pm-3.30pm, Kettering Community Hall
Juzz and blues Sunday: Nadira and Friends — 2pm, West Winds Community Centre
Spring walk for seniors: Boronia Beach — 10am-1pm, Kingston Beach Sailing Club
School alternatives: information session— 10am-11.30am, Kingston Neighbourhood House
Shoreline: the threshold of change arts event — 1.30pm, Cygnet Town Hall

Community pirate party — 5pm-9pm, Surges Bay Recreation Ground

Dancing info Spring Concert - Huon Valley Concert Band, Huon Valley Swing Band,
and other special guests — 2pm-4.30pm, Palais Theatre, Franklin

Kettering concert: piano, viola and bass trio — 3pm, Kettering Community Hall
Dementia Friendly Tasmania: Fun & Games—10.30am-12pm, Blackmans Bay Community Hall
Cygnet Folk Festival Tassie launch party — 5.30pm-7.30pm, Pagan Cider, Cygnet
Looking for Your Dream Job? - All ages family circus show — 6pm, Cygnet Town Hall
Suicide prevention training — 9.30am-4.30pm, Huonville Library

CORES Self-Care and Mental Wellbeing Workshop level 1—10.30am-12.30pm,
Gesveston Community Hall

Jellyfish - Beauty Or Beast? — 2pm-3pm, Kingborough Community Hub

Advance Care Planning for those with dementia or other neurocognitive conditions
— 10am-11am, Kingborough Community Hub

Know Your Patch - discover local nature — 1pm-2.30pm, West Winds Community Centre,
Woodbridge

*Events may be ticketed. Readers are advised to check online.

Market Diary September

13
13
19
20
20
20
20
20

Kingston Beach Handmade Market — 10am-3pm, Kingston Beach Hall

Judbury Market — 10am-2pm, Calvert Park, Judbury

Snug Beach Community Market — 10am-2pm, Snug Community Hall

Crabtree Crop and Crafts Market — 10am-2pm, Valley Campground, Crabtree
Lunawanna Makers and Produce Market — 9am-2pm, Lunawanna Memorial Hall
Cygnet Market — 10am-2pm, Cygnet Town Hall

Woodbridge Market — 10am-2pm, Woodbridge Community Hall

The Hub Creative Market — 10am-2pm, Tarremah Steiner School

*The Classifieds endeavours to ensure market details are correct, but recom-
mends that you consult market Facebook pages for up-to-date information.

THESE RELICS WERE THE LAST
TO BRE BUILT BEFORE PEOPLE
MOVED UNDERGROUND AND

THE MARKET FINALLY




